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I know it's jarring to see text pages 
in an Annual but since they gave 
them out, I'm using them in my 
rious titles (STAR TREK, DOOM 
PATROL and SUICIDE SQUAD, 
i!) to look at mail thatis 
more in commentary and 
doesn’t usually fit intoa given month. 


Dear Bob, 

Perhaps the best part of the 
SUICIDE SQUADis therotating cat 
.. otherwise we may get quickly 
bored. I expected to see a lot more 
critical acclaim ... the surprise is that 
it has not been canceled. The book is 
too good to do well ...someof my other 
favorites have bit the dust over the 
wears: ALLSTAR | SQUADRON. 

MEGA. Mi AN 


INFINITY, INC. 
The bureaucratic pressure being 
applied to Amanda Waller by Derek 
Tolliver and Joe Cray is certainly 
palpable and intriguing, and keeping 
her tied up with Checkmate also 
prevents overexposure (I'm sooo tired 
of hearing “Boomerbutt”). But I'm 
very happy how some of the other 


characterizations are starting to flesh. 


out, given the transient nature of the 
book. 

‘The Bronze Tiger, never a favorite, 
is finally showing some depth ... Hike 


philosophy. 

than with the ill-fated JLA. With the 
majority of her last two collections of 
colleagues being murdered, will she be 


to confide in during the old "s last 
days. The best addition to the lineup 
yet, along with Black Orchid. 


merang, while novel at first, is becom- 
ing tired old schtick ... rotating him 
out now and then would keep him 
fresh. Captain Cold’s contempt forthe 
ersatz Mirror Master illustrates that 
there are some things held sacred 
among outlaws. The Enchantress 
persona was the only interesting facet 
of the otherwise simpering and in 
aipid June Moone, so maybe she'll be 
written out! 

The supporting cast has been 
handled well, but in particular Plasti- 
que, Black Orchid, Nemesis and the 
Penguin. I would like Nightshade 


developed some more ... her ex: 
changes with Speedy were especially 
poignant, but everything else has, un- 
fortunately, been simply mystery- 


recapping. 

I have difficulty with Rick Flag. 
With the demise of Karin Grace (in the 
most believable Manhunter subplot), 
he’s the only remaining link to the 
original Suicide Squad. Is that link 
unnecessary? Well, we've had a 
veritable legion of Squad members 
thus far, plus the Justice League, 
Doom Patrol, and countless denizens 
from LEGENDS, but Flag remains 
gray and two-dimensional. He doesn't 
play well off anybody, and his im- 
pressive array of emotions (pick one: 
remorseful, sorrowful, self-pity. or 
searing macho rage) could qualify 
him for the Teen Titans. Issue #16's 
letter column said that “everyone is 
expendable” ... how about a team 
returning without its leader? Please. 

Rac Shade's oft-requested addition 
18 so off-beat that it'll probably work, 
but only if you use the Meta Zone and 
especially the Zero Zone. Whata place 
to discipline Harkness for an issue or 
two. The Wall would love it. 

Now, what letter to Suicide Notes 
would be complete without the in- 
evitable appearance requests? It 
seems to be a foregone conclusion that 
Lashina/Duchess and Captain Cold 
have been added to be deleted. Suicide 
‘Squad has become a repository for old 
Flash villains, as well as those from 
Firestorm, Supergirl and, to a lesser 
degree, Batman. Others I would like to 
see make . their way-station-to- 
oblivion appearances are the utter! 
pointless Funky Flashman, Signa 
man, Catalyst, Spellbi 0 
Whale, and the Nigh 

Villains I'd like to see on a semi- 
regular basis are Black Spider, Trick- 
ster, Silver Deer, Mirage, Lady Lunar, 
Spook, Onyx, Matter Master, and 
Silver Swan. 

Speedy was an excellent diversion 
for two issues, sparing us Rick Flag 
and Ben Turner. Here I can see 
Katana, the Creeper, King Farady, 
Black Lightning, reuniting with Flag, 
Animal Man, Dane Dorrance, 
Dolphin 


Anais Andraejev 
PO Box 


Northport, NY 11768 

Lots of comments and suggestions, 
so let me answer a few of the key ones. 
Rick Flag has always held Rimself 
tight; it's why he never noticed Night 


shade’s romantic feelings. He has 
sunk even further into himself with 
Karin’s death. He has a lot of guilt 
and pain and no one has reached him. 
You'll notice that this has been picked 
up on by other members over the last 
few issues, and we will continue to 
watch Rick deteriorate over the next 
few. What will happen when he hits 
bottom is anyone's bet (but John andI 
aren’t telling! 

We haven't confined ourselves to 
any handful of series to pluck poten- 
tial members from, but some series 
have larger casts than others. Of the 
people you mentioned, c few are possi- 
bilities, although our lineup for the 
next few months is already hem- 
mered into place. 


Friends, 
Thave given the SUICIDE SQUAD 
yal support since the beginning 
and look forward to every issue. On 
my weekly trip to the bookstore I step- 
ped up to the counter and slapped 
down my 75¢ for the latest issue and 
then it hit me. Pow! $1. 

Although I might have to cut back 
on another book now, I'll be sticking 
with you for the duration. The only 
thing that hurts is that you offered no 


Unlike all other price increases, this 
is the first time since the early 19608 
we have not moved the entire line up 
in price at the same time. Much of the 
reason behind the current increases 
remain the same: higher printing, pro- 
duction and editorial costs (mostly 
attributed to sharply rising paper 
prices). That's life. However, since the 
comics market has changed dramati- 
cally since the last increase, we didn't 
have to convert the line overnight. 
Instead, we've shifted a few ttles 
every now and then, plus launched 
new titles at the higher prices. How- 
7, SUPERMAN, BATMAN, and a 
others remain at 75¢, so there are 
ull some bargains left in comics. 


Dear Sir, 

I have been meaning to write and 
tell you how much I enjoyed SUICIDE 
SQUAD. It has been a pleasant 


baat 


surprise; 1 was expecting a book 
whose only reason for existence was 
the bump-off for many second-rate 
characters and others who did not fit 
into the new, Crisis-altered DC Uni- 
verse. Instead, the Suicide Squad has 
become one of the best-written and 
consistently interesting books on the 
market. 

My opinion of the book drastically 
changed when I saw the DOOM PA- 
TROL/SUICIDE SQUAD SPE- 
CIAL. Not only was this possibly the 
worst comic book I have read this 
year, but it conformed exactly to my 
initial fears about what type of comic 
the SUICIDE SQUAD would be. Ing 
this comic, you took four characters. 
never before used in the Squad, and 
eliminated them, claiming, in your 
notes on the issue, that these were 
characters that had outlived their use- 
fulness in the DC Universe. I strongly 
disagree with that remark; I don’t 
think that one person is in the 
position to decide that a great charac. 
ter like the Thinker has outlived his 
usefulness. The Thinker has consis- 
tently been one of my favorite 

» villains, although: he has rarely been 
used recently. To add insult to injury. 
Flag to use-his helmet for 
‘the rest of the issue. Do not ever use 
his helmet again unless you plan on 
having the real Thinker wear it; 1am 
very tired of seeing a character's 
costume and name used on someone 
else. This seems to be a real trend at 
DC; it needs to be stopped. Now that 
the Doom Patrol has its own book, it 
seemed especially wasteful to 
eliminate Mr. 104; hopefully, both he 

“and the Thinker can be revived. You 
also succeeded in making Psi a fairly 
interesting character; I would have 
liked to have seen more of her before 
her. untimely end. I was very in- 
terested by the Thinker's comment 
that he was going to help her when 
this mission was over. I would have 
liked to seen this followed up on. 
Firtally, although I will admit that the 
Weasel will not be missed, Os- 
trander’s war against old Firestorm 
villains has got to stop. Are there an: 
pre-Ostrander Firestorm villains sti! 
alive? 

The most unrealistic aspect of the 

. book was that while the entire Squad 
got wiped out, not a single one of the 
Doom Patrol got injured. This is really 
too much. 

The current storyline has been 
excellent. | would like to see more of 
the land of the Nightshade. Although 
Tenjoyed the scenes with Boomer. 
ang, I think you could have been less 

sexplicit about the fact that he was 
"vomiting. The scene with Boomerang 

- and Deadshot. where you can actually 

‘a mysterious green substance on 
“Boomerang’s face was not needed 
JAlso, jt would be a nice contrast if you 
occasionally depicted him in a more 
positive manner He is not total scum. 


Jeff Blomster ” 


New Haven, CT 
‘Gee, Jeff, 'm sorry you felt a 78 
yearold man stil! had potential as en 


active supervillain. You're forget: 
ting that the Thinker has been busy 
since the 1940s and started out as a~ 
hardened criminal type. We felt it was 
more interesting to see him go out ina 
blaze of glory, keep the helmet around 
and find someone a bit more youthful 
for the role of the Thinker. The Weasel 
was a total psychopath and Psi was 
an innocent trapped with powers she 
didn’t fully understand, so of courte 
these three died while the more experi- 
enced Doom Patrolers got a feu 
bumps and bruises. Oh well, that 
story is well in the past. 

‘And yes, there are many Firestorm 
villains left: Killer Frost, Enforcer. 
Breathtaker, Silver Deer, 

Bison, Slipknot, among others. 

The tendency to take tired charac 
ters and revitalize them by either 
Riving the name to a new person or 
thoroughly rethinking the character 
has been a hallmark of DC since 
SHOWCASE #4, and we're not about 
to abandon it. 


Dear Mr. Ostrander, 
SUICIDE SQUAD is a reasonably 
good title but is altogether un- 
balanced in the direction of constant 
fighting. The stakes in all these multi 
issue-long battles are getting lost in 
the shuffle, or at least seem somehow 
nebulous to me because I have solittle 
sense of any character save Captain 
Boomerang (who I think is at risk of 
being overused at this point). I don't 
necessarily want a lot of dramatic 
posturing and moody self-exposition, 
but I do want you to invest more space 
in showing the characters for what 
they are. Snappy patter through one 
brawl after another is wearing thinas 
a substitute for legitimate character- 
ization. I don't mean to sound com- 
pletely negative; I like this title 
because it is farily original and imag- 
inative. But I want to see some of that 
imagination applied to other areas 
that aren't finding their way into this 
book at the moment 
‘Aaron Atwood 
3333 Kins Row 
Eugene, OR 97401 


Dear Mr. Ostrander, 

This letter is regarding the villains 
and heroes alike that I would like to 
see make appearances in SUICIDE 
SQUAD. First the heroes: I'm with 
Kenneth Cockrel on this. I, too, would 
like to see Wild Dog and Peacemaker 
in the Suicide Squad, for I think they 
would fit right in. Also, I would like to 
see appearances by Vigilante, Judo- 
master, the Question, the Spectre, and 
Red Star. I can't speak for all of the 
readers out here in readerland, but I 
think these heroes that I have named 
would make great guest stars in the 
SS, but please don't have a crossover 
with Cl ‘KMATE! | don’t collect 
CHECKMATE! so therefore I 
wouldn't care to see them in the 


SUICIDE. SQUAD, but 1 wouldn't 
mind if Black Thorn made a single 
appearance. Also, I would like to seca 
crossover with ANIMAL MAN. 
MANHUNTER. or POWER OR THE 
ATOM. 

Now, the villaitis I would like to see 
in SS; The Trickster, Weather Wizard. 
Black Adam, DeathBolt, Solomor 
Grundy, Rainbow Raider, Bolt, Dr. 
Spectro, Poison Ivy, Pied Piper. ang 
another appearance by both Chronos 
and the Javelin. 

Now, T have a question about the 
Wall's problem with Tolliver and 
Cray. Why doesn’t she just have 
Deadshot kill ‘em? 

Well, Mr. Ostrander, [better let you 
xo, but before I do, I would just like to 
let you know that I think that you are 
the best writer that DC has and that 
you are the writer in 
comics today. second only to Larry 
Hama. 

Marson Fedrick 
Route One Box 717 
Sumrall, MS 39482 

Thanks for the nice words, Marson. 
vou have John blushing and demand 
ing a raise. 

You should be happy to know that a 
crossover with MANHUNTER 1s 
occurring this very week and Rick 
Flag should be meeting Animal Man 
in @ few months. Stay tuned. How: 
ever, since Checkmate and Suicide 
Squad are two divisions of the same 
organization, a crossover is inevitable 
and should be happening in early ‘89. 
We promise it'll be exciting and worth 
your money. 

Bolt is turning up in STARMAN in 
Just two weeks, 30 we can't use him 
‘here, and Chronos is back in POWER 
OF THE ATOM. Speaking of cross 
‘overs, John and POTA writer Roger 
Stern are planning a doozy of a cross 
over, between not SS and POTA, but 
FIRESTORM and STARMAN. 


COMING ATTRACTIONS, 


if 


ap 


